TALKING POINTS
Virginia Energy Connect
energy.virginia.gov/connect
Avoid “VEConnect” when possible, opting for the full name “Virginia Energy Connect.”
Summary 
What it is
· Virginia’s central hub for energy incentive information
· Simplified access to programs for energy efficiency, solar, energy storage, and EVs
· Homeowners, renters, and businesses can see what they qualify for in under a minute
· An initiative of the Virginia Department of Energy
Purpose
Get more Virginians using available incentives to lower bills, replace failing equipment, and improve comfort
· Enhance understanding of energy improvements
· Boost awareness of incentives—and combat misinformation
· Simplify navigation of program requirements and applications
How it works
· Answer a few anonymous questions about your property and finances
Get a personalized list—eligibility, savings estimates (coming soon), and how to apply
Connect with a local expert for  one-on-one support
Who it’s for
· Homeowners, renters, landlords, small businesses, and contractors
· Special focus on families and businesses facing high energy costs


How to Get involved
Residents/Businesses: discover incentives, find a contractor (coming soon), speak w/ an Ambassador
Contractors: submit an intake form to be featured on the Contractor Browser (coming soon)
Stay updated: sign up for the quarterly newsletter, Current Connection
Why it matters
· Virginia electricity rates rose ~26% year-over-year as of Feb 2026 (EIA), driven by data-center demand
· Jan 2026: SCC approved Dominion’s first base rate increase since 1992 resulting in +$11–$13/month for typical households
· Weatherization saves participating households $372+ per year, and returns $2.78 in non-energy benefits per $1 invested (DOE)
One front door, simplifying the maze of federal, state, local, and utility programs
Energy Ambassadors
Trusted local connectors at nonprofits, community agencies, local governments and state agencies, and utilities
Help residents and businesses find and access the right incentives 
· Reach households a website can’t, including those without reliable internet
Partners statewide include LEAP, Viridiant, Appalachian Voices, Piedmont Environmental Council, Virginia Poverty Law Center, A&N Electric Cooperative, Appalachian Community Action & Development Agency, and more.
· Free, on-demand training (~10-min videos) + marketing toolkit — contact Connect@energy.virginia.gov
Virginia Energy Connect QR Code
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